[Ultrasonic findings of intracranial hemorrhage in preterm neonates].
Intracranial hemorrhage ICH is one of the most common neurological events in pre-term newborn ICH is associated with low birth weight (< 1500 g) and gestational age (GA) at delivery (< 32 weeks). The most common site affected is the germinal matrix. Papile et al. classifies it at four grades. We analyzed, prospectively, 50 newborns (27 boys) with ultrasound diagnostic of ICH; all of them were pre-term (GA < 37 weeks). They were classified according to sex, gestational age, birth weight and degree of ICH. The children were divided into two groups: A--GA < or = 33 weeks and B--34-37 weeks. In group A there were 34 children (25 boys) with mean GA of 31 weeks and birth weights average of 1308 g. In group B there were 16 children (2 boys), mean GA 34 weeks and birth weight average of 1951 g. The grades of ICH were: Group A--I-14, II-14, III-4 and IV-2; Group B--I-12, II-3 and III-1. The complications were more common in group A with 12 than group B with 4 children. The lesions happen in greatest number and most severity in children with low birth weight and younger (low gestational age). Ultrasound has shown to be effective for diagnostic and follow up of those children.